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Presentation Notes
What we do:- DI: promotes access to information and transparency in all aid and development-related financial flows to improve evidence-based decision-making- GHA: provides clear and rigorous data and analysis on humanitarian financial flowsPresentation will cover:The International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI)How GHA is working with IATI to improve transparency of humanitarian assistanceHow reporting to IATI could reduce the reporting burden to multiple donors: Publish once; use often



What is IATI? Qu’est ce que IATI?
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IATI is a voluntary multi-stakeholder initiative that seeks to increase the transparency of development cooperation and consequently improve its effectiveness in tackling poverty. At the centre of IATI is a data standard. This is a format and framework for publishing data on development cooperation activities, intended to be used by all organisations engaged in development, from government donors to private sector organisations, and national and international NGOs. It was designed in close consultation with key users of development cooperation data in developing countries, to ensure its  relevance and utility for a variety of different data users.IATI also provides a single point of access for the data organisations publish to the IATI Standard. This is called the Registry. The Registry holds links to all the data that is being published in the IATI standard format, meaning that users can access it from one single point. As part of our work on transparency and improving access to information and accountability in humanitarian assistance, GHA is working with IATI to support them in making the standard fit for purpose for humanitarian assistance. Once this has been achieved, GHA will work with IATI to encourage more organisations to publish, to ensure good quality data is published, and to ensure that IATI contributes to the overall effectiveness of humanitarian assistance.Why do we need IATI?A number of systems and databases for reporting and capturing data on development cooperation already exist. A lot of information on development cooperation is already available, but is very problematic to use. This is because many systems tend to be producer, rather than user, oriented. This means that: Data is not accessible from one single source, and must be searched for in different locations. Data is often out of date, meaning that relevant, timely analysis and use of data is a challenge. Different systems use different vocabularies, definitions and measures of data making it difficult to compare between different datasets. Data can be inconsistent, with different elements or fields being reported or not reported.  Existing data sets often don’t provide data from organisations beyond traditional bilateral and multilateral donors meaning the picture of development provided by the data is not comprehensive.What kind of organisations publish to IATI?Since organisations first started publishing in 2011, 267 have published data to the IATI Standard. These include International NGOs, bilateral and multi-lateral donors, private sector, foundations and research organisations. NGOs make up a considerable number of publishers, in part due to IATI reporting being made a funding requirement by some donors.IATI is constantly working with stakeholders from different kinds of organisations to ensure that the Standard is flexible enough and designed in a way that supports reporting of a variety of organisational models. At present, they are engaging with organisations working in Humanitarian Aid, to understand how IATI can support their publishing efforts.



What information do organisations 
publish? Quelles informations les organisations 
publient-elles?

Organisation Standard Activity Standard

Forward looking budgets / 
prévisions budgétaires

Strategic documents / 
documents stratégiques

Full transaction history / 
historique complet des 
transactions

Sub-national Geographic 
coding / codage géographique
sous-national

Conditions, Outputs, 
Outcomes / Conditions, 
résultats

Sectors and Classifications / 
secteurs et qualifications

Country budgets / budgets 
pays

Forward looking budgets / 
prévsions budgétaires
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The IATI Standard is split into two parts:1) The Organisation Standard is used to describe the organisations involved in development cooperation. It holds information not only on the organisation name and identification, but also: The organisation’s forward-looking budgets Strategic documents such as country plans, annual reports. Budgets per country or region2) The Activity Standard is the space where organisations can publish comprehensive activity or project level details on their development cooperation. This includes: Full transaction history – disbursements, expenditure, incoming funds Sub-national geographic coding on the location  Sectors and classifications Forward-looking budgets per activity Conditions that are attached to activities, and results – outputs and outcomes. 



How is IATI data currently used? Comment les 
données de IATI sont-elles utilisées actuellement?

devtracker.dfid.gov.uk

www.openaid.nl

www.openaid.se
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Publishers of the data are seeing the benefits of using IATI. IATI data is currently being used by several publishers, particularly large bilateral and multilateral donors, to drive open aid portals – interactive tools that help users track donor spending, and can play an important role in promoting accountability, and engagement with parliamentarians, civil society and taxpayers.DFID’s Development Tracker visualises the DFID IATI data in a searchable format, and also incorporates data from some of the NGOs that they fund, enabling users to track funds through the System (search for the Global Poverty Action Fund). In the Netherlands, the Ministry has published the international development budget online, with estimated and actual expenditures cross-referenced to individual development activities in IATI. In this case, IATI is also proving a useful means of improving internal management, as well as external accountability. However, the IATI mantra of publish once; use often must apply to all actors for IATI to be of benefit. 



How could IATI help reduce the reporting 
burden? Comment IATI pourrait participer à
réduire le poids du reporting?
Publish once, use often / Publier une fois, utiliser
souvent

• Most donors ask for similar information / La 
plupart des bailleurs demande les mêmes informations

• If donors accepted IATI data as part of 
reporting requirements, organisations would 
not have to produce individually tailored 
reports for each one / Si les bailleurs acceptaient les 
données IATI, les organisations ne seraient pas obligées de produire
des rapports sur mesure
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Almost all major government donors have signed up to IATI, both as reporters themselves, and as supporters of the idea of a single common reporting standard for all actors to be used across all types of development assistance, to improve the traceability, accountability and effectiveness of aid and development flows. Some donors (DFID and Netherlands) have already made it compulsory for grant-recipients to report their data to IATI. However, donors need to start using the IATI data provided by grant recipients for it to be useful. Donors agree, but there are practical issues to making it happen. We are involved in work to address these.Different donors need more-or-less the same information from grant recipients. We’re looking at DFID’s grant reporting forms to identify which information could be provided by IATI data, and considering how IATI reporting fields may need to be modified or added to accommodate this. IATI also currently working with BOND (UK umbrella organisation for international NGOs) to bring together the conversation across donors regarding the standardisation of reporting requirements and terminology, and looking at which areas of these could be fulfilled by IATI data.As well as reducing the reporting burden to donors, IATI data could also be used to:Feed data directly to UN OCHA FTS, so organisations don’t need to report to both (this is already in progress – all FTS data is currently published to the IATI standard, and FTS is keen to eventually have a direct feed from IATI data)Report data to the Charity Commission (or other national charity regulating body)Report to taxation bodies (i.e. Inland Revenue in the UK)Internal reporting (e.g. Netherlands government currently uses IATI data to feed all of its internal financial reporting)



And finally… the 2014 GHA report is 
now available!

The international 
humanitarian 
response reached 
record levels in 
2013

www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org
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How much is spent on humanitarian assistance? Is it enough? Where does it go? How does it get there and what is it spent on? Knowing who is spending what, where, and how is an essential first step in ensuring that resources can best meet the needs of people living in crises – yet this information is often hard to access.To answer these questions, the Global Humanitarian Assistance (GHA) Report 2014 uses unique methodologies to gather and analyse data to provide the most up-to-date and comprehensive picture of global humanitarian financing. We have produced this report annually since 2000, to provide a shared and independent evidence base for anyone engaged in providing, using and understanding assistance in crisis settings.The report looks back on an extraordinary year – in terms of both the scale of high-level crises and in the levels of response – and sets it in the context of trends in humanitarian assistance. 2013 was marked by high-profile crises in Syria, the Philippines and the Central African Republic, as well as high levels of need both on and off the international radar including in South Sudan, Yemen and the Sahel.Key findings:- The level of international humanitarian response rose to a record US$22 billion in 2013. Government donors accounted for three quarters of this, contributing US$16.4 billion – a rise of 24% from 2012.  Private sources provided an estimated US$5.6 billion – a 35% increase from 2012)- Despite this, over a third of estimated humanitarian needs went unmet: UN-coordinated appeals targeted 78 million people for assistance in 2013 and called for US$13.2 billion in funding. 65% of this funding appeal was met- 78% of humanitarian spending from OECD DAC donors went to protracted emergencies in long- and medium-term recipient countries. Most long-term assistance is also spent in countries with high levels of poverty and low levels of government spending As well as more detail on this and other core analyses, this year’s report also introduces new sections on critical areas including:- The timeliness and duration of funding – examining the data on both the speed of response to new or escalating crises as well as funding to protracted crises- Detail on the resources, humanitarian and beyond, that touch the lives of crisis-affected people –including development assistance, government revenues and remittances- The need for better data, both on resources and the impact of crises on different groups of people. 



Any questions? Des questions?

www.globalhumanitarianassistance.org

iatistandard.org

chloe.stirk@devinit.org
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